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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 096755 
ORIGIN EA-12 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO PM-05 INR-10 10-13 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO H-01 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 /089R 

DRAFTED BY EA/ANP : WLG ALL AGHER : PAP 

APPROVED BY EA/ANP:WBODDE 

PM:BURGESS 

INR:THAMILTON 

IO/UNP:JLORENZ 

NEA/ARN : LPOPE 

023512 150026Z/75 

P R 142323Z APR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY SUVA PRIORITY 
INFO AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 096755 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS: FJ, UN, MILL LE 

SUBJECT: FIJI VOLUNTEERS FOR PEACEKEEPING FORCE 

1 . FIJIAN AMBASSADOR VUNIBOBO CALLED EA/ANP APRIL 12 
TO STATE THAT PM RATU MARA WAS "ANXIOUS THAT FIJI BE 
IDENTIFIED" WITH THE UN FORCE IN LEBANON. FUI WOULD 
BE WILLING TO SEND UP TO MILITARY BATALLION TO SERVE 
THERE. THE AMBASSADOR STATED HE WOULD APPRECIATE THE 
GOOD OFFICES OF THE USG WITH THE UN IN SUPPORTING 

THE ASSIGNMENT OF FIJIAN FORCE TO LEBANON. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 096755 

2. THE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THE FIJIAN OFFER DESERVES 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION BY UN, ESPECIALLY IN THAT IT IS 
THE FIRST PACIFIC AND ASIAN NATION TO VOLUNTEER ITS 
FORCES. THE FIJIAN MILITARY FORCES TOTAL CURRENT 
STRENGTH IS ESTIMATED TO BE 750 AND ITS EFFECTIVENESS 
HAS BEEN RATED "AS COMPETENT" 

AND "ADEQUATELY PREPARED FOR ITS PRINCIPAL ROLE OF 
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INTERNAL SECURITY." (THE REPORT ALSO NOTED SERIOUS 
DEFICIENCIES IN TRAINING AND LEADERSHIP.) 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: FOR SUVA - PLEASE INQUIRE OF 
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES HOW MANY SOLDIERS FIJI COULD 
SUPPLY AND FROM WHAT CONTINGENTS. EMBASSY'S ESTIMATE 
OF THE FORCE'S POTENTIAL EFFECTIVENESS WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED. WE PRESUME GOF WILL SUPPLY ITS OWN 
EQUIPMENT. 

4. FOR USUN - PLEASE ASK SECRETARIAT IF FIJI HAS 
FORMALLY OFFERED TO PARTICIPATE IN UNIFIL, AND IF 

SO, WHAT UN RESPONSE WAS. YOU MAY DESCRIBE VUNIBOBO'S 
REQUEST FOR OUR SUPPORT AND AND SAY THAT WE ARE QUERYING 
SUVA REGARDING PREPAREDNESS OF FIJI MILITARY. YOU 
SHOULD THEN TOUCH BASE WITH VUNIBOBO. CHRISTOPHER 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 096755 
ORIGIN EA-12 

INFO OCT-01 10-13 ISO-OO /026 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY EA:RCHRISTENSON 
APPROVED BY RCHRISTENSON 

039531 152029Z/41 

P 152030Z APR 78 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK PRIORITY 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 096755 

FOL RPT STATE 096755 SENT ACTION SUVA INFO WELLINGTON, BEIRUT, 
TEL AVIV & JERUSALEM DTD 14 APR 78 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 096755 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: FJ, UN, MILL LE 

SUBJECT: FIJI VOLUNTEERS FOR PEACEKEEPING FORCE 

1 . FIJIAN AMBASSADOR VUNIBOBO CALLED EA/ANP APRIL 12 
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TO STATE THAT PM RATU MARA WAS "ANXIOUS THAT FIJI BE 
IDENTIFIED" WITH THE UN FORCE IN LEBANON. FIJI WOULD 
BE WILLING TO SEND UP TO MILITARY BATALLION TO SERVE 
THERE. THE AMBASSADOR STATED HE WOULD APPRECIATE THE 
GOOD OFFICES OF THE USG WITH THE UN IN SUPPORTING 
THE ASSIGNMENT OF FIJIAN FORCE TO LEBANON. 

2. THE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THE FIJIAN OFFER DESERVES 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION BY UN, ESPECIALLY IN THAT IT IS 
THE FIRST PACIFIC AND ASIAN NATION TO VOLUNTEER ITS 
FORCES. THE FIJIAN MILITARY FORCES TOTAL CURRENT 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 STATE 096755 

STRENGTH IS ESTIMATED TO BE 750 AND ITS EFFECTIVENESS 
HAS BEEN RATED "AS COMPETENT" 

AND "ADEQUATELY PREPARED FOR ITS PRINCIPAL ROLE OF 
INTERNAL SECURITY." (THE REPORT ALSO NOTED SERIOUS 
DEFICIENCIES IN TRAINING AND LEADERSHIP.) 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: FOR SUVA - PLEASE INQUIRE OF 
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES HOW MANY SOLDIERS FIJI COULD 
SUPPLY AND FROM WHAT CONTINGENTS. EMBASSY'S ESTIMATE 
OF THE FORCE'S POTENTIAL EFFECTIVENESS WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED. WE PRESUME GOF WILL SUPPLY ITS OWN 
EQUIPMENT. 

4. FOR USUN - PLEASE ASK SECRETARIAT IF FIJI HAS 
FORMALLY OFFERED TO PARTICIPATE IN UNIFIL, AND IF 

SO, WHAT UN RESPONSE WAS. YOU MAY DESCRIBE VUNIBOBO'S 
REQUEST FOR OUR SUPPORT AND AND SAY THAT WE ARE QUERYING 
SUVA REGARDING PREPAREDNESS OF FIJI MILITARY. YOU 
SHOULD THEN TOUCH BASE WITH VUNIBOBO. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE 
CHRISTOPHER 
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DRAFTED BY IO/UNP:DSCHIELE 
APPROVED BY IO:TBROWN 

093220 200402Z/75 

O 200345Z APR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE 

CONFIDENTIAL STATE 096755 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 096755 ACTION USUN APR 15. 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 096755 

FOL RPT STATE 096755 SENT ACTION SUVA INFO WELLINGTON, BEIRUT, 
TEL AVIV & IERUSALEM DTD 14 APR 78 

QUOTE: CONFIDENTIAL STATE 096755 

E.O. 11652:GDS 

TAGS: FJ, UN, MILL LE 

SUBJECT: FIJI VOLUNTEERS FOR PEACEKEEPING FORCE 

1 . FIJIAN AMBASSADOR VUNIBOBO CALLED EA/ANP APRIL 12 
TO STATE THAT PM RATU MARA WAS "ANXIOUS THAT FIJI BE 
IDENTIFIED" WITH THE UN FORCE IN LEBANON. FIJI WOULD 
BE WILLING TO SEND UP TO MILITARY BATALLION TO SERVE 
THERE. THE AMBASSADOR STATED HE WOULD APPRECIATE THE 
GOOD OFFICES OF THE USG WITH THE UN IN SUPPORTING 

THE ASSIGNMENT OF FIJIAN FORCE TO LEBANON. 
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2. THE DEPARTMENT BELIEVES THE FIJIAN OFFER DESERVES 
SERIOUS CONSIDERATION BY UN, ESPECIALLY IN THAT IT IS 
THE FIRST PACIFIC AND ASIAN NATION TO VOLUNTEER ITS 
FORCES. THE FIJIAN MILITARY FORCES TOTAL CURRENT 
STRENGTH IS ESTIMATED TO BE 750 AND ITS EFFECTIVENESS 
HAS BEEN RATED "AS COMPETENT" 

AND "ADEQUATELY PREPARED FOR ITS PRINCIPAL ROLE OF 
INTERNAL SECURITY." (THE REPORT ALSO NOTED SERIOUS 
DEFICIENCIES IN TRAINING AND LEADERSHIP.) 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: FOR SUVA - PLEASE INQUIRE OF 
APPROPRIATE AUTHORITIES HOW MANY SOLDIERS FIJI COULD 
SUPPLY AND FROM WHAT CONTINGENTS. EMBASSY'S ESTIMATE 
OF THE FORCE'S POTENTIAL EFFECTIVENESS WOULD BE 
APPRECIATED. WE PRESUME GOF WILL SUPPLY ITS OWN 
EQUIPMENT. 
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4. FOR USUN - PLEASE ASK SECRETARIAT IF FIJI HAS 
FORMALLY OFFERED TO PARTICIPATE IN UNIFIL, AND IF 
SO, WHAT UN RESPONSE WAS. YOU MAY DESCRIBE VUNIBOBO'S 
REQUEST FOR OUR SUPPORT AND AND SAY THAT WE ARE QUERYING 
SUVA REGARDING PREPAREDNESS OF FIJI MILITARY. YOU 
SHOULD THEN TOUCH BASE WITH VUNIBOBO. CHRISTOPHER 
UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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